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that invests $20 million or more in Iran’s en-
ergy sector. It also protects from legal action
any asset managers who choose to divest as-
sets from, or avoid investing in, persons or
companies with the same level of financial ties
with Iran’s energy sector. These are common
sense measures that enable state and local
governments or individual U.S. citizens to
choose not to allow their financial investments
to support companies or persons that con-
tribute to the prosperity and strength of the
current Iranian government.

| firmly believe that the United States must
do everything in its power to prevent Iran from
further destabilizing the Middle East by obtain-
ing a nuclear weapon, and | am encouraged
by the Obama administration’s vigorous diplo-
matic efforts to achieve that end. The Iranians
should be given credit for their recent tentative
agreements to meet international expectations,
but these words must be matched with sincere
and transparent actions that convince the
international community of Iran’s peaceful in-
tentions. To that end, | note that the provisions
of H.R. 1327 would terminate upon certifi-
cation by the President that Iran is no longer
designated a state sponsor of terrorism and
has ceased the pursuit of nuclear, biological,
and chemical weapons. It is my hope that this
sunset clause serves as a potent reminder to
the Iranian government that while all actions
have consequences, the United States always
stands ready to match positive actions with
positive consequences. | urge my colleagues
to support this legislation.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with the policies and standards put forth
by the House Appropriations Committee and
the GOP Leadership, | submit a list of the con-
gressionally directed projects | have requested
in my home state of Idaho that are contained
in the Conference Report to accompany H.R.
3183, the FY 2010 Energy and Water Devel-
opment Appropriations Bill.

Project Name: City of Boise Geothermal Ex-
pansion to Boise State University

Amount Received: $1,000,000

Account: DOE Energy Efficiency and Re-
newable Energy Geothermal Technology

Recipient: City of Boise

Recipient’s Street Address: 150 N Capitol
Boulevard, Third Floor, Boise, Idaho 83702

Description: The Boise City geothermal sys-
tem currently provides a low cost, environ-
mentally sound, sustainable, locally provided
heat source to commercial and publicly owned
buildings in downtown Boise. Geothermal heat
is considered a renewable source of energy
and does not rely on fossil fuels, nuclear
power, mining or damming of rivers and emits
zero emissions into the atmosphere. This
project will extend the City of Boise geo-
thermal pipeline system to Boise State Univer-
sity and would have the capacity to heat al-
most two million square feet on the campus.
As global energy costs increase, the expan-
sion to increased facilities will provide signifi-
cant cost savings.

Project Name: Idaho Accelerator Center
Production of Medical Isotopes
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Amount Received: $1,500,000

Account: DOE Office of Science

Recipient: Idaho State University

Recipient’s Street Address: 921 South 8th
Avenue, Pocatello, ID 83209

Description: The National Academy of
Sciences recently issued a report recom-
mending that the federal government increase
support to radionuclide production, distribution
and basic research in production mechanisms;
increase the domestic production of medical
radionuclides through dedicated accelerators
and reactors; and educate the next generation
of medically-related nuclear scientists. The
Idaho Accelerator Center (IAC) will develop a
medical isotope production facility that will
serve regional isotope needs, conduct basic
research in isotope production, educate the
next generation of medically-related nuclear
scientists, and partner with regional and na-
tional entities in medical isotope distribution
and use. This program will meet regional and
national needs in education and isotope pro-
duction and provide new isotopes that are not
currently part of the national isotope portfolio.
IAC will complement, supplement and en-
hance DOE’s National Isotope Program.

Project Name: Idaho National Laboratory
Center for Advanced Energy Studies (CAES)

Amount Received: $1,000,000

Account: DOE Office of Science

Recipient: Idaho National Laboratory

Recipient's Street Address: 2525 North
Freemont St., Idaho Falls, Idaho 83415

Description: CAES is a partnership between
the State of Idaho and its academic research
institutions, the federal government through
the U.S. Department of Energy and the Idaho
National Laboratory managed by the Battelle
Energy Alliance, LLC. Through its collabo-
rative structure, CAES combines the efforts of
these institutions to provide timely energy re-
search on both technical and policy issues.
The funds provided will procure world-class
computation and visualization research equip-
ment to be located in the CAES research lab-
oratory. These research tools will enable both
critical-path scientific research and graduate
education programs focused on such twenty-
first century energy challenges as the avail-
ability of carbon-neutral renewable energy,
such as biofuels for transportation; the stew-
ardship of the environment including water re-
source management through energy effi-
ciency; the management of fossil fuel energy
systems; and the expansion of energy produc-
tion from commercial nuclear power while edu-
cating the next generation of scientists, engi-
neers, policy makers and the public.

Project Name: Little Wood River Ecosystem
Restoration

Amount Received: $100,000

Account: Corps of Engineers

Recipient: City of Gooding, Idaho

Recipient's Street Address: 308 5th Ave.
West, Gooding, ID 83330

Description: This funding was authorized in
the Water Resources Development Act of
2007 and would be used to repair and replace
an aging WPA/CCC project that channeled the
Little Wood River through the City of Gooding,
Idaho. The project will remove and replace the
existing rock wall and the boxed culverts that
severely restrict the stream channel flow. Ap-
proximately 1.5 miles of the Little Wood River
flow within Gooding city limits. Over the years,
aging along with high water and ice jam
events have caused severe deterioration of
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the masonry rock walls constructed in the
1930’s and 40’s in order to protect the city
from floods. Large portions of the existing lava
rock walls that line the Little Wood River
through the city are structurally unserviceable
and many have failed and fallen into the chan-
nel. This deterioration has increased at an
alarming rate. The Corps of Engineers and the
City of Gooding have been working on a solu-
tion for this rock wall failure for the past 20
years. The Army Corps has completed the Re-
connaissance Study and the General Inves-
tigation Study, but the project has been on
hold due to a lack of funding.

Project Name: Rural Idaho Section 595

Amount Received: $3,875,000

Account: Corps of Engineers

Recipient: Walla Walla District Corps of En-
gineers

Recipient’'s Street Address: Boise Field Of-
fice, 304 8th St., Rm. 140, Boise, ID 83702—
5802

Description: The funding was authorized in
the Water Resources Development Act of
2007. This funding is critical to assisting rural
Idaho communities in upgrading their water
and wastewater treatment facilities. In many
cases, this funding is required to comply with
unfunded mandates passed down by this Con-
gress and federal agencies. In addition, these
funds help rural communities in Idaho trying to
attract new businesses and spur economic de-
velopment. The vital water funding in this bill
will assist rural communities in job creation
and affordable housing by offering improved
services at lower costs than would otherwise
be possible. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account. Funding will
be directed primarily to the Eastern Idaho Re-
gional Wastewater Authority in Shelley, Idaho.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide a list
of Congressionally-directed projects included
in the Conference Report to accompany HR
3183, the FY2010 Energy and Water Develop-
ment Appropriations bill, on behalf of Idaho
and provide an explanation of my support for
them.

HONORING ROBERTO MAESTAS
HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to offer special recognition to my con-
stituent and friend, Roberto Maestas, as he
steps into a new role after serving as the ex-
ecutive director of El Centro de la Raza for the
past 37 years. For more than 40 years, Mr.
Maestas has been intimately involved in the
ongoing struggle for civil rights and social jus-
tice, not only for Latinos, but for all disadvan-
taged people. He is among Seattle’s most re-
spected figures, esteemed for his effective-
ness, his political savvy, and his legendary
persuasive powers.

Mr. Maestas recently has become Senior
Advisor and Chair of Historical Resources at
El Centro de la Raza. El Centro de la Raza’s
board of directors has asked Mr. Maestas to
lead a program to chronicle, collect, record
and preserve El Centro de la Raza’s historical
contributions to the local, national, and inter-
national community and to the social justice
movement. We are so fortunate to have this
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opportunity to capture an accurate, vibrant his-
tory of a tumultuous, formative era with some-
one who not only lived through it but actually
helped to make that history.

Roberto Maestas was born in New Mexico,
but he has called Seattle, Washington, his
home since the early 1950s. As a young man,
Mr. Maestas taught at Franklin High School
before pursuing a graduate degree at the Uni-
versity of Washington in 1968, where he be-
came one of the University’s first Chicano
graduates.

In the early 1970s, as part of the United
States War on Poverty, Mr. Maestas helped
form an Adult Basic Education and English as
a Second Language (ESL) program at South
Seattle Community College to serve the city’s
growing Latino community. But, in 1972, fund-
ing was abruptly cut, and the program needed
a new home. Mr. Maestas, along with fellow
teachers, students, and a number of commu-
nity activists, peaceably occupied the aban-
doned Beacon Hill School, and negotiated its
conversion into a new community center, El
Centro de la Raza.

Under his leadership, ElI Centro has become
a voice and hub for Latinos seeking services,
advocacy, and social justice. It has grown
from a provider of ESL classes to a multi-
million dollar Community Action Agency offer-
ing a wide array of services to thousands of
low-income people of diverse ethnic back-
grounds. Its programs include a bilingual child
care center, a Basic Healthcare enrollment
program, a food bank, senior services, and a
home ownership program.

In addition, Mr. Maestas and EI Centro de la
Raza have been at the forefront of multicul-
tural and international initiatives. ElI Centro
played a prominent role in local solidarity cam-
paigns with Central American social justice ac-
tivists, and it continues to host art exhibitions,
cross-cultural exchanges, and international
speakers. Mr. Maestas, along with Bernie
Whitebear, Larry Gossett, and Bob Santos co-
founded the Minority Executive Directors’ Coa-
lition; his extraordinary work over three dec-
ades to build the strongest municipal multi-ra-
cial coalition in the United States is widely ac-
knowledged and justly acclaimed. Although
the founding of El Centro de la Raza was
sparked by Latinos and distinguished with a
Spanish name, that name translates in English
to: “The Center for the People of All Races.”
Through the years, Mr. Maestas has worked
with diligence and determination to ensure that
El Centro is “home” for all people interested
in advancing the struggle for a better world by
serving, educating, defending, and organizing
each other to build the “beloved community”
envisioned by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Appropriately, El Centro de la Raza and Mr.
Maestas have received countless international,
national, state, and local awards, including the
“Thousand Points of Light” award in 1991
from the President George Bush, Sr.

Madam Speaker, Roberto Maestas is an in-
valuable asset to the Seattle community. His
contributions and his commitment to better the
lives of all people deserve our gratitude, our
deep respect, and our keen approbation. The
people of Seattle, including the thousands who
have been served at El Centro de la Raza and
the countless students, volunteers, and staff
whom he has touched, are grateful for his kind
guidance and his visionary leadership. | join
them in thanking Mr. Maestas for his service,
and in wishing him all the best in his future
endeavors.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on Octo-
ber 13, 2009, | was unavoidably detained and
was unable to record my vote for rollcall No.
773. Had | been present | would have voted:

Rollcall No. 773: “yea”—to reauthorize the
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation
Area Citizen Advisory Commission.

—————

IRAN SANCTIONS ENABLING ACT
OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act,
which helps State and local governments do
their part to divest from Iran.

The Iranian regime represents a threat to
us, to Israel, and to our allies throughout the
Middle East and beyond. Their president has
threatened to destroy Israel and has repeat-
edly denied the Holocaust. Iran’s leaders have
sought to destabilize the entire Middle East
and are sparking an arms race in that region.
In the last few weeks, we have seen just how
far the Iranians are willing to go to conceal
their weapons programs, and only time will tell
how many more hidden nuclear sites we will
find there.

With this bill today, we help our States and
local governments to play a role in the inter-
national effort to halt Iran’s march toward nu-
clear weapons. As is so often the case, they
have not waited for us to act. | am proud that,
in June of this year, my home State of Nevada
passed a law to help make sure our State
Public Employee Retirement System does not
invest in Iran, or in companies that do a large
amount of business with Iran. Steps like this
will help to show just how determined we
are—on every level—to stopping lIran’s nu-
clear threat.

We must do everything we can to stop Iran
from obtaining nuclear weapons. The UN Se-
curity Council must act now, and place further
sanctions on Iran. UN member states must do
their part to enforce the already-existing sanc-
tions. We in Congress will soon pass our own
further sanctions, and | hope we will continue
to give our government the tools it needs to
further tighten the screws on lIran’s financial
sector. We must use every tool available to us
before it is too late.

| urge support for this bill.

————

HONORING CHARLES JOSEPH
WATSON BRYAN HUCKE

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Charles Joseph Watson
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Bryan Hucke, a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 374, and in
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

CJ has been very active with his troop par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the
many years CJ has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Charles Joseph Watson
Bryan Hucke for his accomplishments with the
Boy Scouts of America and for his efforts put
forth in achieving the highest distinction of
Eagle Scout.

———————

NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH 2009

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of the observance of National His-
panic Heritage Month 2009.

Since the birth of this country, Hispanics
have played a tremendous role in the nation’s
social, economic, and political movements.
Today, more than 47 million people of His-
panic origin live in the United States and rep-
resent the nation’s fastest growing ethnic pop-
ulation. At this time, more than half a million
Hispanic men and women reside in my home
state of New York.

During National Hispanic Heritage Month,
we celebrate the rich history and culture of
Hispanic Americans. Hispanic Americans from
all 50 states and territories are honored for
their contributions to our society, which make
up a critical part of America’s identity and
background. Hispanic Americans continue to
share in the sacrifice and civic duties of their
fellow U.S. citizens, and in fact, the Puerto
Rican military participation rate is the second
highest in the country.

Last month, | was joined by Representatives
PIERLUISI, WASSERMAN SHULTZ and MICA in co-
sponsoring legislation, H.R. 3718, to make
residents of Puerto Rico fully eligible for the
refundable portion of the child tax credit. The
bill broadens the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 that currently excludes from the child tax
credit Puerto Rican families with less than
three children. At this time, the child tax credit
is available to U.S. citizens in the 50 states,
including residents of Puerto Rico who move
to a state.

Expanding the child tax credit to Puerto
Rican families with one child or more will inject
critical funds into Puerto Rico’s economy by
directly boosting the incomes of the island’s
working families. Puerto Rico has been in an
official recession for over three years, and its
unemployment rate is 15.1 percent, which is
significantly higher than the national average
of 9.8 percent. Denying Puerto Rican families’
access to proven United States economic re-
covery measures is unproductive and unjust,
and it is time to afford U.S. citizens who are
living in Puerto Rico the benefits of the child
tax credit.

In conclusion, National Hispanic Heritage
Month 2009 is marked by President Obama’s
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